
Distinguished speakers, 

Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Welcome to Greece and welcome to Crete, my homeland.  

It is my great pleasure to open this Conference, which refers to 

the development of Maritime Security Operations and current 

security challenges at sea. 

 

I would particularly like to thank our distinguished speakers and 

all those who travelled from far abroad to be here the next days. I 

am confident that the contribution of all participants, will provide a 

wide view of the challenges and opportunities in the area of 

Maritime Security. I am also certain that each one of you, will 

provide valuable food for thought. 

 

But before all, I would like to emphasize on the great importance 

of the Aegean Sea and largely on the Mediterranean. After all, we 

are here in Crete. A place that holds the strategic connection of 

three Continents in the Maritime Domain. 

 

In the Mediterranean region, and mainly here in its Southeastern 

corner,  crises and geopolitical changes are ongoing, that affect 

Middle East, North Africa but also the whole world. As a result, 



these shifts in the strategic environment, have brought the 

progressive globalization of the area. 

In the meantime, even now, 90% of world trade by value and 95% 

by volume is carried by sea, as is over half the world’s oil 

production. In case the critical sea lanes were disrupted or the 

transportation of goods and energy failed to be secure, the effect 

would be catastrophic. 

The environment we operate is for sure volatile. The challenges 

are numerous and in many forms. Threats, such as maritime 

inter-state disputes, maritime terrorism, piracy, trafficking of 

narcotics, people and illicit goods, arms proliferation, 

environmental crimes, or maritime accidents and disasters, are 

critical for any state to encounter.  

And Hellas, an island-nation, with a vast maritime history, has the 

capacity and the obligation to play a key role,  paving the way 

towards stability, safety and security of the broader region.  

Hellenic Naval Forces have a notable footprint, in this direction, in 

NATO and in European Union’s efforts. We have participated in 

several operations such as SOPHIA, ATALANTA, UNIFIL, SEA 

GUARDIAN with great results.   

NMIOTC is the cornerstone and the centre of past and future 

efforts with respect to training. We have provided several courses 



for foreign students and officers in the domain of maritime 

security, such as the latest training of Libyan officers.  

Last week, I had the opportunity to host SACT General Denis 

MERCIER here in NMIOTC. He was really impressed from the 

capabilities of this centre. The skills and professionalism of the 

personnel. At the end of his visit, we shared the same view on  

the importance, the wide range and high level of trainings 

sponsored here.  

NMIOTC is part of our vision to raise the strategic importance of 

the whole area here in Crete. We have great plans that will serve 

in the best way Hellas, NATO and our partners.  

That is why this Conference is crucial. That is why we are here.  

 

In these three days, you will have an opportunity to highlight the 

importance of maritime security and enhance cooperation among  

States and Organisations. You must use this occasion to support 

the strategies already in place and to consider further ways of 

working together.  

 

We have the means and the knowledge. All we need more, is our 

strong will and commitment to act together. 

 

Before closing, I want to state clearly that Hellas, as a maritime 

nation with profound experience on Maritime issues, is here for 



you. We believe in collectivity and cooperation. NMIOTC will 

serve your needs in any sector you may need.  

 

I will now leave you for the beginning of the Conference and wish 

you a very enjoyable and productive exchange of views and 

thoughts. 

 

I appreciate your attention and I hope that your stay here will 

satisfy your needs. Τonight’s visit to Museum-Residence of 

Eleftherios Venizelos is a chance to learn more about Hellas. My 

homeland may offer you relaxing and joyful moments as well! 

 

Thank you. 


